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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1,56, submitted herewith is a copy of one (1) reference 
cited in the First Office Action issued in a corresponding German Patent Application. 
For the Examiner's convenience, we have enclosed an English translation of the 
German First Office Action and a completed Form PTO-1449. Although the German 
First Office Action cited three (3) additional references (JP 5-59956, JP 11-177374 A 
and JP 4-192709 A), Applicants do not include a copy of these references as they were 
previously cited on December 20, 2000 and December 17, 2002 and considered by the 
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Examiner. The statement is not a representation tliat all of the information cited is 
necessarily effective as prior art against the application. 

Applicants certify that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the date of this 
statement, and that this is the first citation of this prior art reference by a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application. 

Applicants petition the Commissioner to consider this information disclosure 
statement pursuant to C.F.R. § 1.197(d). Enclosed is a Credit Card Payment Form in 
the amount of $180.00 to cover the petition fee. If any additional fee is required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1353. 

Applicants respectfully request that the disclosed reference be made of record in 
the subject application. 
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